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"TAT, WILLIAM POWERS!” EFFIE SAID, 

“THE REAL ESTATE TYCOON / © 

EFFIE WAS THE ONLY WOMAN I KNEW 
WHO COULD USE WORDS LIKE "WOW" AND 
"TYCOON * WITH NO ZONY WHATSOEVER 


“уулт Pa GES sto 


BE 
ING, WEALTHY AND A 
TERRIFIC ATHLETE.” 
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DID You HATE 
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ME... г REGRET TO Say. ” 
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WHAT A 
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Р = 7 Г 


Cup Ре 
E. = DIDN'T wea 4 


найме ANY TROUBLE 
PLAYING ARETEND 


‘OGM OVER THERE + 
EFFIE SA, МИРАМ 
IE. “THERE'S VOL 


CLASS REUNION. 
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YOU WERE RUNNING AROUND ON 
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ACCUBSEP You оғ. ” 
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WITH THESE ASSAULTS ON MY BUSINESS 
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SLEPT WELL INTO THE AFTERNOON. 
T Ze AMET FINALLY STUMELEP 
INTO THE OFFICE. THE DAY ий 
ALL BUT OVER == д 
MY STAFF WAS WAITING FOR ME. 


1 SPOKE TO THE WOMAN'S 
FRIEND -= A SOL? 


РУБ. EHECKED с ана HEALTH 
BACKGROUN MELODIE POWERS, 

AND SHE DOES HAVE А HISTORY 
OF MENTAL ILLNESS, 


‘gue WAS RELUCTANT, TO LET 
ME IN AT FIRST” PAN SAIC. 


THEN I мощ THINK 
WANT TO HELP CLEAR 


YEG. VOU BRE HERE малд, ^ 


CALS. E WAS AFRAID. SHED 
SPOKEN TO HER HUSBAND ABOUT IT. 


WE'VE BEEN OUT OF THE 
COUNTRY FOR A WEEK, 
Siar THE o сЕ US. 
"MAYBE IE VD BEEN “ን 
Кана АГ HER. 
> WOLLT” 
Цару 2 


НЕ TOLP HER HE ASSUMED THE THREATS 
CAME FROM TYPES TRYING TO 
WORM INTO HIS BUSINESS ARAS 


THEIR, eee 
WASN'T 
ЖЕЗ 


"WHEN THEY SEPARATED," PAN SAD, 

MELODIE MOVED INTO THE COTTAGE. 
POWERS WILL NO POLST OLAIM HE 
WAS ONLY USING THE BELAL 
HE THOUGHT SHE WAD OLIT OF TONN, 
HE'S THE LEGAL OWNER, AFTER ALL. 7 


VM МОТ AFTER У —— 
NOT JUST YET, ANYWAY, 
WANT JO KNOW аме 


I DIDN'T HAVE To. You 
SEE, VVE BEEN an 


ГІ дарт SAE пар 


EN TALK. on SoD SR SAY 


ат DOWN. YOU BETTER. 

| LISTEN TO МЕ, YOU KNOW 
VOLATILE 5 2 
DANGERS . 


то WHY L was 


Жи... 
KILLER. 


ISTUREE 
E. 


TO VOLI. 


AN EMOT! 
ED HOMICIDAL- 
MENTAL PATIENT: 


EL БЭРТ IT 


А SWELL IDEA! 
CONTROLLED MYSELF. 
POR МЕ 


ase MANIPULATING ME 
NIS BENE YOUR PERSONAL 
MURDER WEAPON, WITH 
SEX AS A PERI 


"you WERE АТ. 
THE NORTHSHIRE 
INN BEGALSE £ 


WHO PLATED 
YOUR WIFE, IN 
Батга 
AND Bis НАТ. 
MELODIE 
WAS cur Or 
THE COUNTRY, 
AT THE TIME. ^ 


YOU MANIPULATED HER, 
AS WELL. CONVINCED HER, 
SHE WAS IN TANGER -> 
BOUGHT HERA SUN. TOL? 
ue STORIES AB 


THAT COTTAGE WAG WHERE: MELODIE WAS OLI FORGOT! YOUR KEYS . .. WE BRO! 
ELVING. DURING THE SEPARATION. BUT РЕМ | | WINDOW AN WENT IN, 50 THAT Ld 
PEOPLE ki THAT. YOU MADE SURE COLL COME HOME AND PISCOVER WHAT 
THERE WAS No САР IN ЕЗ FRONT, НА HAVING Your SEEMED то БЕ EVIDENCE OF A, 


CHAUFFEUR DROP US OFF. 


YOU FILLED ME WITH STORIES OF уан KNEW SO MUCH ABOLIT ME. YOU 
НОЕ мег RANOR Wire > KNEW HOW CRAZY T WAG ABOUT you, | 
MANEUVERING ME INTO WARNING PEN WE WERE KPS. you ] 


YOu OF HOW DANGEROUS SHE 2 ы 

Мент X DE КАШ ua лаг тром. ADVANTAGE OF MY 
ING ME LIP TO 65 EVERY WEAKNESS. 

табара." 


OF COURSE, ONE OF MY WEAKN 
STRENGTH, OF SORTS... VMA HELE OF AN 
. THATIS WHAT YOU SAW IN 

МЕ, AFTER ALL, ISN'T IT 


I DID IT. L... 
"TO GET ዘጋ OF МУ WIFE. 4 


= 
A Yso MICHAEL. 
VAU HAPPENED. 
E —) ፡ 


1 PIPN'T PLAN ON FALLING IN LOVE, 
WERE... WERE 


TET 


земе. “BUT 
HELPED 


LAST NIGHT, WHILE INVEST/- | 


| GANG ANOTHER CASE, < SO MIDNIGHT TOOK THE 
MIDNIGHT SAW THE | BABY MOME TO PROIECT 
ABANCOUMENT OF ,-- HER 


ER SAY 
UO MALLETT: ራረ 

EAA AANE ‘cars 
SOHN COSTANZA бүлек: 
СОЛЕНА. РА" 


/ YA HAVE CINDY! 
/ т ONLY LEFT HER THERE 
| BECAUSE 1 WAS AFRAID 
SHE'D BE ACE? IE 
ERN THOSE MEN MANAGED 
TO SHOOT МЕ. 


IFITRYTOGO 
eru gust 
“LL JUSI 
CHECK GIRL AT THE SAMBA CLUB {ФУ IT, 
N THE OTHER NIGHT T UU N 


BODY THEY WEI А 
THEY KNEW T HEARD AND HAVE 
BEEN CHASII 


E ВЕР d 
CROSS THE STR! 


Бонд NOW, 208 
МЕ E ME 


WHY, YOU'RE 
272% 


EVEN WT ЕМ EET SENTIMENTAL 
ABOUT CERTAIN HITS, THAT В... 
SO WHILE T WAS 
STRANGLIN "THE BITCH, YOU 
KNOW WHAT HER LITTLE d 
PEKINESE pip” መም 


come UP AND W Ja 
BIT ME RIGHT Д / 


NOW THAT IT'S 4/2#2 

ПИРИ ES COUNTING ON 
THEMEN TO MAKE РР. 
MNE. BUT WET BEFORE | 


1 GUESS THE ONE T СС ALWAYS 
REMEMBER 15 WHEN T SHOT 
THAT NUN 


YEAH Т AA CATA 
HEARD SHE BLED ALL | IT'S CAUSE SHE 


OVER THE PLACE -” COULDN'T GET UP | 
N CUT OF HER WHEEL 
OH MAN. THATS A жы. CHAIR 


YOU WANT. 
TARKAT THE REGULAR? - 
— 
HECKER CN ANY z fI | A 


ሪ 


| S - : T 
LOOK т THAT ~. 
1 HAIR-- HE LOOKS HEY BABE, 4 
EN LIKE A GODDERN ያሚ TWOCOFFEES. 
a WOMAN, Ah BLACK. 


HARRYT WHERE 
ARE УА? Т GOT 
BLACK JUST LIKE 

YA WANTED 

m? 


AND SHE REALLY 
LIKES IT, ТОО. 


THIS AIN T 
FUNNY 
HARRY 


' CAUSE THERES 
SOMETHIN' T 
GOTTA TELL YA 
T BEEN COIN 
YER OLD LADY 


YOU SAY THAT SHIT 
ANYMORE, T'M COMIN" 
IN TH ERE AND 


Ти. TEACH YOU TO HE WAS rakit УА 
M TALK ABOUT Of OLD INTO KILLIN' ME YA 
p LADY THAT WAY! а STUPID BASTARD, 
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He's ba-a-a-a-a-a-c-R! 

Yes, after three issues of silence, 
Tam bock—Max Allan Collins his own 
sweet good-natured self—at the helm 
of SWAE. Logisticel and other prob. 
lems heve Бері me from putting 
together the previons DC SWAK 
columns, but after last isene's inntall- 
ment—which included several letters 
1 felt X had to respond to!—1 insisted. 
we get heck on track, and Mike Gold 
(as usual) came through. 

Before I helatedly respond to sever- 
81 of lost issue's letters, end wey 
before we dig mto this issuc's letters, 
1 would Пие to ask any SWAK contrib- 
utore to please write (and maili) your 
missives ASAP, effer reading 9 cur- 
rent issue. Our readers seem to think 
our quarterly schedule means tbet 
they con be leisurely ebont sending 
their SWAK contributions; not 
»o—dendlines et DO come mucb soon- 
er than heck in MS, TREE' indepen- 
dent deys, (Just већ Terry Beettyl) 
Note thet many of the letters below 
refer to issue #2, Get your letters 
about #4 ont right now! What are yon 
waiting for? Drop everytinng! 

‘We'll wait for yon. 

Dum de dum dum, Dum de dnm 
dum dum. Bech already? Great! While 
you were gone, we all hnmmed the 
Dragnet theme, 

Now to laat issue's letters. 

Fred Averich, e previous SWAK cor- 
respondent, wants to see me hoch 
writing this column. You get your 
wish, Fred! Now, whet in the hell ін 
the idee of saying Midsight “sucks”— 
do yeu eat with thet mouth? When 
yon come in my house, wipe off your 
feet and bebove yourself And if you 
think something “suche,” І expect you 
to at least spell it out with som 
exempica. (1 like Ed Gormen' 
Midnigbt ond tbink it's в nest 
heck-up feature—e пісе combo of 
noir detection end Butman.school 
super-hero) 

Another SWAK veteren, David 
Malcolm Porta, alleges that ths char- 
acter Jemicheh in "The Devil's 
Punchbowl” is e re-fry of B. Lyle 
Laymen from the WILD DOG serial 
(in ACTION COMICS WEEKLY), 
“Moral Stand." In the first place, to 
expect e writer not to heve recurring. 
motifs, themes and even charecter 
types is ludicrous. In the second 
place, Jenicheh ond Leymen have 
almost nothing in ooramon ша charac- 
tere other then hypoerisy—the 
former is е church leader end Багі. 
nesumen in e small community, the 
letter 18 a demogogue beoding up e 
nation-wide movement, I never used 
the term “fundomenteliet” in “The 
Devil's Punchbowl” to denerihe 
Jonichek or the small-town church. 
You're reading in. 

‘There won e smug, condescending 
tone in meny of tbe letters lest 
issue, Let'n get this streight: Pn in 


cherge of the amug condescension 
around here! 


ПО 


Dear Tree Surgeons 

MS TREE QUARTERLY 42 was « mee 
mixed bag of stuif 

Midnight wes really gritty, в tense 
story, and the bestards got theirs 
but good. 

The 15 my first impression of the 
controverstal The Butcher, who І under- 
stand hes been roseted m fanzines for 
hemg all violence and по thought. Well, 16 
that's true, the nsrretive style of the 
story softened ham up. He seams Еке a 
rather complex cheracter, e 20th-Century 
Soa}phunter 

Tm strongly in favor of continuing пате 
таймс prose stonee with numerous chare 
actera Also, give ue s toot sweet PUNE 
of Ma Tree and Wild Dog Heck, maybe 
they'll get marred. 

‘The mam atory—ıt was good until the 
reveletion of the culprit, which was the 
“enay wey out” and running s little too 
much towards the author's own liberal 
bisses The citizens’ commuttess sren't 
ALWAYS the villame, and these recorda 
are getting to be too much even for the 
record companies! 

Butit was s well-crafted story Whot 
appeared to be y sample, one-dumenstons! 
cece swelled up into something with nt 
Teest half e dozen logical suspects So few 
current wnter« even know HOW to write 
mysteries these days. Мах Collins has the 
advantage over so many m this respect 
፲ don't thunk he'll ever write s dull story 

Alco, thanks for including Ed Debevice 
Diner in the story Tate there on 9 visit to 
Chicago and 163 even more of з madhouse 
than you made 35 eppesr Also the noise 
level of en atomic testing site Greet 
place Love Bosco and Purple Cows With 
or without the нех organs 

Charles D Brown 
39 Stockton Street 
Brentwnod, NY 11717 


Charles Brown 19 new to SWAK, but 
not to me; Charles hae heen e greot 
friend to the DICK TRACY strip for 
yeare now, sending along useful clip- 
Tings of erimee and Crimestopper- 
type items, 

Both Terry and I are Ed Debevic'e 
Diner fane, but I think it was Terry's 
idea to use it in the story; it was my 
ides, on the other hand, to depict the 
woman gegging as she wes ebont to 
hite into e hurger while reporter 
Rich Eldridge discussed the esting 
hohita of hiowfles. 

Cherles, məybe “Tbe Devil's 
Puncbbowi" does reveel my own 
"liberal biases.” But who else's hiases 
do you expeot е story to reveei? 
Fiction isn't created іп е voouum-it 
better grow ont of the euthor’s hebefs 
end thoughts end even hieses, 
or whet yelue does it he 


welf-espressinn? 


‘The other day 1 told Mike Gold that 
I didn't consider myself either Hberal 
or conmervetivo; that I stood in the 
middle of the roed, where people 
from both direotions could get en 
equal sbot et runmng me down. 

Mike's comment wes tbat I wasn't 
just etending in the middle of the 
Yoad—I was jumping up And down in 
it, like e orazy person, 


nanna 


Dear People, 

Tve been resdıng MS TREE ence 1t 
first came out Гуе never hed any come 
plemis with the stones or the art. But 
(here 1t comes), I do have some compleunts 
with өше 42 of MS TREE QUARTERLY 
I did think that the subject matter would 
meke an snteresting story Thus 35, of 
course, before 1 reed at. I am also 8 fan of 
Mr Collins's mysteries, І find them very 
well researched Researched їе the key 
word bere This 18 why І was very sur- 
prised by reading MTG #2 Did Mr, 
Collans watch an episode of Geraldo? 

Tam з fan of music m general as well 
as е Tan of heavy metal, and Í am not s 
Setan worehiper in any senes of ths word 
1 also know = lot of people who are God- 
Goddess worshipers who worship out- 
doore, some in the ways that were 
described іп MTQ #2, and none nf them 
are Satan worshipers either 

T found MTO 42 to be very poorly writ- 
ten ве в whole To be honest with yon, 
T was quite insulted by it. 

David Burton 
PO Вок 4432 
Menchester, NH 03108 


Dovid, 1 did ecade of rescorch on 
Seteniem end Pogonism for “The 
Devil's Punchbowl” (although I never 
mede it through Geraldo's special). 
I think the stary ls clearly а freedom 
of speech tele. If yon think an old 
rock чу roller like me (who prohebly 
wes performing beavy-metal music 
before you were horn} would in any 
way he pro-record burning/hanning, 
you're just not paying sitention. 

Try reading the mane egein— 
backwards. 


*.... 


Dear Mike, Mex and Terry, 

T found the first MS TREE QUARTER- 
LY to be an intrıgvıng, inteligent book, 
and purchased the second At first I was 
extremely ibeappomted, the eherecteriza- 
tion and stereotypes wers ridiculous 
{whach spelled backward for Satane con- 
tent 15 Ludicrous) Then comes ths plot 
twist perhaps this wee done to show thet 
"You can't Judge s book by its cover," thus 
explaimng the wildly exəggereted stereo- 
types І, for one, have beso hetening to 
groups with names Ше Faith No Mare 
and Black Sabbath for years and have yet 
to sacrifice anythung (besides the occasion- 
al pizza to the Gods of Hunger) 


The plot twist also provided another 
angle the dangers of fanstioism There 15 
nothing as terrifying ss someone with s 
divine memon to fulbll From the 
menzacre of Moslems end Jews in the 
crusades to Guyane, holy menona have 
hed grim effecte Even Hitler declared 
that Nazism was not а political party, 
"rather, we are в төпеп” This fanatical 
Aryan теспей “геїцлоп” resulted in the 
grestcet tragedy of our century, the 
alnugbtering of ax million people Believe 
me, 1 am a lot iese frightened of people 
listening to bando with names like 
"NATAS and LudtChnst than thoss burn 
mr ther records 

‘And во, your hook, at first seemingly 
medioers, evolves inte something 
extremely thought provolang Theres по 


‘room to complam. 
Doyle Stevick 
211 W Foster Ave Apt 11 
Peon State Umversity 
Stata College PA 18601 


44... 


Everybody, 
Once виза, MS TREE QUARTERLY 
43 was e food, solid reed The "Ову 
Bashing” story ива quite honest 16 
doren't seem thers are good guys on 
either side Unfortunately Ша 52 often 
like this 1 appleud Сойшь and Bestty for 
tackling such 8 difficult story 
1 really enjoy the text stories Tha 
Butcher conclusion wea awesome 
1 just can't get ennush of Pensa в art. 
Todd D Atteherry 
JASON First St #37 
Salinas, CA 93905 


Unfortunately, Todd, the text sto- 
riea heye heen dropped from MS 
TREE, for production reerons more 
than anything elsc, І was supposed to 
write at least ouc of thcns myself-a 
WILD DOG tale, Too bad, But we're 
strongly considering a MS, TREE 
MEETS WILD DOG story. 


заека 


Dear Мах and Terry, 

“Skeleton in the Closet" wes come very 
well until the Inst couple of pages The 
revelation of Mr Hand' s homosexuality 
wes too convenient and too quick sn. 
enewer to Mike Junior's homophobia 
Whatever hus feelınge orıgına, 16 was clear 
thst Mike has st gut level, a funny feel- 
ing about hus gay fellow human bema, 
and the mphextion thet suddenly finding 
out someone Не knew to be an okey guy 
was tn fact, all these yesre, gay, would 
sutomstically change those fcehngs 1 
almost поди 

Nevertheleas, this was otherwise an 
excellant story Topical (without actually 
mentioning AIDS), entertsınıng, end 
involving this cast whom we know and 
love an profesional and persenal levele 
Anything controversial makes everyone 
take sides, and, sadiy, the righta of 
homosexuals remain controvarsial, 
srgusd over (І wonder if you'll get any 
correspondents thet condemns your toler- 
ant preschung,' or something?) You also 
highlighted the fact thet m any mmonty 
wrouping, there will he з subsection whose 
way uf expressing themselves tends to 
bring down on their friends exectly the 
sort of condemnation they're fighting 
3198, ва demonstrated here by the 
clichéd black-lesther wearers 

Followng up that story with another 
whose opening page had в woman sprend- 
exgled їп a bra and pants with the zip 


undone was not в good idea. Cannıhalısm 
15, Tim pure, в fine subject or theme for к 
story, and the tale worked well, if weirdly, 
hut Т think comics should be careful not to 
heve mares of women thet, without the 
pertinent wound or bullet hole or whatev- 
er, would look sexually entlemg 


‘Malcolm Bourne 

2 & 4 Bye Ка 
Shnttleworth, Ramsbottom 
Bury, Lancashire BLO OHH 
England 


Malcolm, I rensemher stating 18 
past SWAKe—or at least atrongly 
implying, and on apore than one ocea- 
son—that = syember of the MS TREE 
cast was guy, but that until the con- 
text of a specific story made the reve. 
lation meaningful or mt least регі, 
nent, I wouldn't get into cach and 
every character's private sex ኸያር. 
Tam neither in the pandering nor the 
role-model business. 

“Ан for the ghhness of Mike's reeval- 
шабар hie feelings about gays due to 
Mr. Hand's revelation, aure, real fife 
32% that tidy: The Inst time І looked, 
MS. TREE was а comic hook—a melo’ 
drama. We peint in hroader atrokes 
than real life, оқ for thet matter, a 
prose novel, 

On the other hand, I don't think 
Mike “changea” hia feelings abont 
gays. I think he balances his Шая 
against gays for Lis love for father- 
figure Ма, Hand, and Mr Hand (not 
Zaya) cumes ont the viotor. But 
accepting Mr. Hand for who and 
what he за will help Mike toward an 
overall henlthier, more tolerant view. 


Dear Max, Mike, and Ќебе, 

How 18 it 1 knew, after seeing his 
reappearance on page 83, that, before the 
story was over, Mr Hand would tura out 
to Бе gay? 1 hope his hang gay wasn't 
some spur of the moment thing 

When you and Terry were cresting Me 
Tree, was it в conscious effort not to make 
her п smoker? I ask because 16 seems like 
every private сус ever created іш exthor 8 
smoker or used to be one. 

Did yon esteh thst repart on Bohby 
Darin m a recent "Entertainment 
Toruyht”? Thay mentioned a movie on iux. 
Tife m the works Who do you think should 
play Войну? J ¿mk he ahould either be 
played by ከ5 son (who'am dead ringer) or 
Juhan Lennon 

In the recent Hollywood story!ıne in 
DICK TRACY, why did you bring 
Mumhles back? Dida t he drown за his 
first and ошу go at Tracy? 

Delmo (the Samt) Walters Jr 
1239 Grand Concourse 
Bronx, NY 10452 


Delmo, ан I mentioned shove 
to Malcolm, I've known for a long, 
long tıme that Mr, Hand ıa gey It's 
something І intended to pay off when 
the time came And rt wasn’t сану ШЕ 
ing my tongue ahont the subject, 
when Terry and I were taking heat in 
two netionel magazine articles hy 
Andy Mengela, shout onr supposed 
homophohiz. 

І juat didn’t think smoking waa a 
habit Ms. ‘Tree would acgulre—ahe's 
too smart, and tao physically fit. 
I have tended to avoid having my 
asain characters enmke ever ance 
(паву years age) Don Thompson 
chided ase in a review of may first 
novel, BAIT MONEY, for practically 
giving tha render emphysenas, what 


with the protagonist Nolam: constant 
tongh-guy lighting-up, In my next 
novel, Nolan quit smoking, 

New readers curious about Dolmo's 
Bobhy Darin question arc horchy 
unformed that І am the late singer's 
self-appointed Number One Fen, = 
fact well known to veteran SWAK- 
aters І think Harry Connick, Jr, 18 
the man to play Darin—be's ufready 
doing Darin, after all; young, cocky, 
brash, and good. Countck isn’t nearly 
the songwriter Darin was, however, 

Mumhlea reappearcd in a 1979 
TRACY continuity, im which I 
revealed that his drownmg death 
wes faked. That Rick Fletcher-drawn 
tale will be reprinted next year in a 
St Martin's Press collection, DICK 
TRACY'S FIENDISH FOES, along 
with а generous heaping portion of 
Gould stuff (and two more of my ato- 
ries, drawn by Dick Locher), 


..... 


Dear Mike and Katie, 

Thank you for hrinzmg back the detec- 
tive genre to DC Comics with MS TREE 
QUARTERLY. I've really enjoyed esch of 
the fret three Issues 

While ፲ Над figured out who the “il 
Jam" of "Skeleton m the Closet” was carly 
ın the story, nevertheless 1 loved mening 
the story unfold 1 will вйпїй—Г а suck 
er for а good ıesue-rulnted comes story 
Some people may find euch storice 
“preachy,” but 1 find them much more 
interesting on the whole then multi-part 
esras of mad gods sttampting to destroy 
the cosmos Calhns’s script did so much m 
ats 48 pages—he wrote ап intriguing mys- 
tery, penned not one hut кеуегеі great 
character studies, and not only dealt with 
1esues regarding homophobia зп somety, 
but, m my opinion, forced cach of us, 
whether gay ar strught, to look into gur- 
selves and exemme our own sttitades 

Frank Balkın 
address mthhelä by request 


— Мах Allan Collins 


